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[B] POETRY SECTION

1. My MOTHER AT SIXTY-SIX

— Kamala Das

Answer these Questions

Q. 1. What is the kind of pain and ache that the poetess feels ?

Ans. The poetess sees her mother sitting beside her and she is dozing. Her mouth is
open. Her face is pale like a dead body. She is ageing. This is the pain and ache that the
poetess feels

L Q2. Why are the young trees described as ‘sprinting’ ?

Ans. The young trees are described as “sprinting” because they are full of strength and
they seem to be running because the poetess is driving

Q. 3. Why has the poetess brought in the image of the merry children ‘spilling out
of their homes' ?

Ans. The poetess has brought in the im

homes because she wants to show the
are free from

age of the merry children “spilling” out of their
liveliness and the energy of the outside world. They

all tensions and anxieties. They represent life, vigour, power, action and carefree
hfe. On the other hand there is her aged mother She is in her dec limin

g age The sponteneous
flow of life has been depicted of the both side

1 Q. 4. Why has the mother been compared to the ‘late winter's moon® ?
Ans. She was compared 1o the ‘late winter's moon’ because the late w
calm and vague with a dim lustre. It loses its power and brightness.

Q. 5. What do the parting words of the poetess and her smile signify ?

Ans. The parting words of poetess and her smile signify some sort of hope, that she is
promising to meet her mother again. She might find her alive. So she spread a smile on her
face to pay her mother her last tribute. Also she is in rouble to be parted from her.

Q. 6. Where is the poetess going and who is with her ?

Ans. The poetess i1s going to Cochin airport from her parent’s home. Her mother is

withher She is sitting beside her and dozing with her mouth open. Her face looks like a dead
body's face

2. 7. What was the poet’s childhood fear ?

Ans. The poet felt that her mother would leave her one day. It is a fear of insecurity
that every child feels when its mother is not around.

¢ Q-8 Describe the poetic devices used by Kamla Das in “My mother at sixty six.

Ans. The poet’s mother is old at sixty-six. She 1s siting beside her. The mother 15

dozing as old people usually do in their journey. Her mouth is opened. Her face seems pale
and ifeless like a deadbody. These show the *last stage of human beings'.

Q. 9. Why does the poetess “put that thought away™ and looks outside ?

Ans. The poetess's mother 1s old. She is going to Cochin airport to see o! her daughter.
She 1s sitng beside the poetess. She is dozing with her mouth open Her face looks like pale
and faded, as a corpse. Actually these show the sign of decay and ceath. Here the poetess
wants a distraction and a change Hence, she looks outside, where she gets the picture of life,
happiness and activity. Here the poetess gives the contrast between the pale oid woman and
the youngesters sprnting outside. The voung children symbolise the growing stage of Life.

inter’s moon is

-
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2. AN ELEMENTARY ScHOOL CLASSROOM IN A SLUM
— Stephen Spender

Answer these Questions .

Q. 1. What do you think is the colour of “sour cream” ? Why do you think the
poet has used this expresssion to describe the classroom walls ? '

Ans. In my thought the colour of ‘sour cream’ is off white. In my opinion the poet has
used this expression to describe the classroom walls because he wants to contrast the classroom

walls with the world of the slum children. Actually these unpleasant walls symbolise the
poetic conditions of the lives of these children.

Q. 2. The walls of the classroom are decorated with the pictures of ‘Shakespeare’

‘buildings with domes’, ‘world maps’ and ‘beautiful valleys’. How do these contrast
with the world of these children ?

Ans. These pictures beautifully contrast with the world of this children. These pictures
means, beauty, progress, prosperity, etc. But these slum children have no meaning and no
purpose for them, because they live in extreme poverty.

A7 3. What does the poet want

for the children of the slums ? How can their lives be
made to change ?

» 1f gaps are not filled between two worlds, there ¢
not be any progress or developement anywhere in the world.

5. What does the poet say about the ‘open handed map’ ?

An:v». The map has been called ‘open handed’ because it shows all the seas and lands
we have in the world. But the Poet says that this world is not meant for the poor children,
Their world is limited to what they see from the windows of thejr class room.

: “Shakespeare is wicked” ?
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— Pablo Neruda

— ‘
\pswer these Questions

oL \j\’hat _wnll counting upto twelve and keeping still help us achieve ?
Ans. C t)untmg twelve and keeping still will help us to start our activities in a nice way.
We can also feel the mutual understanding among us.

Q. 2. Do you think the poet advocates total inactivity and death ?

Ans. No, the poet does not say this at all. Whatever he says is added with life and
clivities that can be made better. He says only that we should stop our activities for a few
weonds and have quiet intros pection. It will help us to re-begin our activities in a better and

meaning manner.
J9. 3. What is the ‘sadness’ that the poet refers to in the poem ?
Ans. The ‘sadness’ that poet refers in the poem is that those who remain all the time
busy in worldly activities can never understand themselves. We can understand ourselves

uly if we stop all our activities for a few seconds and do some quiet introspection.
L€, 4. What symbol from nature does the poet invoke to say that there can be life

der apparent stillness ? in wi

Ans. The poet uses the symbol of the earth. He says that in winter, the earth seems to
be dead But later in spring, it seems that it is alive. Thus, the poet proves that there is life in
Villnegs, ’

J’S. Why does the poet s2
50 Ans, The poet wants to say 10 3
Mt quiet introspection. It helps uS to understan

Mabetter
way. .
; pablo Neruda wishes for ?
. .. moment’ the poet M .
gn‘:- What ii's an ‘ex:tlcol:t‘ s, «The moment of quiet introspection”. He calls it
0t by . Acc_ord.mg to the p thing Strange feeling. We shall able to feel and understand
cause it gives us some - outofal | our greed, selfishness and cruelty.

elves. In this situation we shall com

y to us to keep still ?
top our worldly activities for a few moment and do

d ourselves. It refreshes us to do our work

S P oY & s
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Q. 7. What does the poet say about the fisher men ?

Ans. The poet says that quiet introspections will change in the outlook of tht;‘ ﬁ}slhenlnen.
After that they will give no harm to the whales out of their greed. They would fish on y as
much as they need for their survival.

Q. 8. What does the poet say about the man gathering salt ?

Ans. The man is continuously collecting the salt in his greed, and hurt his hands. The
poet says if he spares a few moments for his quiet introspection, he will realise his foolish
deed of greed. He will see his hands and stop his greediness.

Q. 9. How would keeping quiet affect life in and around the sea ?

Ans. The fishermen would stop harming whales and would fish only according to their
need. The salt collecting man would see his hurt hand and be satisfied with his collected salt.
\39./10. Justify the title “Keeping Quiet”.

Ans. The title “Keeping Quiet” is appropriate and relevant. The poet says that the
people live their life in rush and hurry. Due to this they suffer a lot. And in this situation
keeping quiet for some moments will do them a lot of good. It will provide them the much

needed time for self introspection and inner peace. It will save them from many harmful and
dangerous mishaps.

Q. 11. “Life is what it is all about....”. How is keeping quiet related to life ?
Ans. Keeping quiet relaxes our body and mind. We can re-start our activities in a
better and meaning ful manner, Hence, keeping quiet is very close

ly related to life.
\;@: 12. Why does one feel “a sudden strangeness” op counting one to twelve and
keeping quiet ?

Ans. Counting one to twelve does not take much time, But during this short span of

time, one can experience a sudden strangeness. It gives inner peace and mind becomes free
from all worries and anxieties, and body feels relaxed.

Stanzas for Comprehension

1. “Now we will count to twelve
and we will all keep still,
For once on the face of the Earth
let’s not speak in any language,
let’s stop for one second,
and not move our arms so much.”

Q. 1. Why does the poet tell us to count twelve ?
Ans. The poet asks us to count twelve because there are only twelve hour sign on the
clock to measure hours,

Q. 2. Why does the Poet ask us to keep still »

Ans. The poet wants to keep us still becayse Pcace may help i finding the solution to
our problems.

Q. 3. “Let’s not speak in any language’ says Neruda, Why ?
Ans. The people are used to fiohtine amnanm a.__ -
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4. A THING oF BEAUTY
— John Keays

Answer these Questions

Q. 1. List the things of beauty mentioned in the poem.
Ans. The things of beauty mentioned in the poem are :

The sun, the moon, trees old and young, simple sheep, Daffodils, clear rills and musk-
roses.

)QQ.’ 2. List the things that cause suffering and pain.
Ans. The things that cause suffering and pain are :

Malice and disappointment, inh uman, dearth of noble natures, of al] the unhealthy and
over-darkened ways, etc.

Q. 3. What does the line,
earth’ suggest to you ?

Ans. This line says that there are many sufferings and pains on this earth that make the

living impossible. But inspite of these sufferings and pains, there are some beauties on the
earth that bind us to it

‘Therefore are we wreathing a flowery band to bind us to

, they will be rewarded by the god for theijr n
great achievements in their life.

M\&6. Do we experience thi
lasting impression on us 2
- Aps. No, we don’t experience it only for short moments.They make everlasting
Impression on us. E.ieauty never dies and its J s forever. Its beauty never fades due
to the passage of time, and this sort of beauty is alsq call

ed the spiritua] beauty, which is
eternal. The poet says that “A thing of beauty s joy forever” v

. €Y co )
Joy forever and forget every-thing, Y Come across 5 ¢
L Q. 10. What rich beay

Crlll::s}t‘";;nnbt:irrlles;ilﬂrlli;iitgf be.auty_ They are 5 Joy forever. The
the brink of heaven. drink, 1 Constantly pours on us from
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The lines that bring this out are : “The polished traffic passed with a mind ahead or if
ever aside a moment, then out of sorts.

At having the landscape marred with the artless paint. Of sign that with N turned
wrong and S turned wrong and clumsy paint used at the stand spoiled the beauty and charm
of the landscape.

Q. 2. What was the plea of the folk who had put up the roadside stand ?

Ans. The plea of that folk was only to get money after selling his goodies. They must
buy his goodies.

Q. 3. The government and other social service agencies appear to help the poor
rural people, but actually do them no good. Pick out the words and phrases that the
poet uses to show their double standards.

Ans. The government and other social services agencies appear to help the poor rural
people, but actually do them no good. The words & phrases that the poet uses to show their

double standards are !

I. Pitiful kin are to bought out. 2. Mercifully gathered into live in villages. 3. Greedy
good-dogrs. 4. Beneficent beast of prey. 5. Soothe them out of their wits.

V{ti. What is the “childish longing’ that the poet refers to? Why is it ‘vain’ ?

Ans. The poor farmer was waiting for any car to stop and buy his product or ask about
the prices of his products. But hardly any car stops there. In this way his longing proves vain.
The poet calls it his “childish longing.” '

Q. 5. Which lines tell us about the insufferable pain that the poet feels at the
thought of the plight of the rural poor ?

Ans. The lines that tells us about the poet’s insufferable pain are :

Sometimes I feel myself I can hardly bear.

The thought of so much childish longing in vain,

The sadness that lurks near the open window there.

Q. 6. The economic well-being of a country depends on a balanced development
of the villages and the cities.

Ans. The simultaneous developement of villages and cities are very important for
country’s economic well being. Both are interlinked. In our country cities are developing
rather than villages. Hence the village youths are migrating to cities. The reason is that
villages are not providing the better prospect to them. It is the duty of government to look
after the village management. If village is left undeveloped, then it will cause a great problem
lﬂfl imbalanced situation in everyfield will arise. Hence, it is said that the economic well
being of a country depends on a balanced developement of the villages and the cities.

Q. 7. Why was the “little old house” extended towards the road ?

Ans. The little old house was extended towards the road to make living out of the city

Money. The owner extended the stand closer to the road to attract the rich city men.
Q- 8. Which traffic is referred to here ? Why are they speeding.
et Ans. The traffic referred to here is the cars and other vehicles of the rich people. The
Men are in a great hurry to move towards the city to eam money.
Q.9. Why is the stand's existence said to be “pathetic” ?

Ans, The Roadside stand existence is said to be i
pathetic because the s .
the hope of money from the rich. But their expectations are never fulﬁllcd)a,_s ::i,?;m o
men

A€ not taking any interest among them.
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cople are begging for a “Dole of bread 7

Q. 10. Why is it unfair to say that these p nds at the roadside.

s. It on thing to see those people who are having their sta ;
they ar:':cg:;:?t;n;‘;:: they art not unlike ll:,c b[::g,gcrs. The people of the roadside stand have
something to sell, some informations to share.

Q. 11. What do the poor people really expect from the rich ?
Ans. They expect only a small share of the money from the rich men.

Q. 12. How do the poor people look at the city money ? . .
Ans. The poor people need money for their growth and surywal. Thcy. negd it badly.
Hence, it is very essential for them. But they want to get it by selling their things.

.. Q. 13. What is the flowers of the cities ? How ?

Ans. The flower of cities are its growth and prosperity. The poet says as the flower is
the crowning glory of a plant, hence growth and prosperity become the flower of a city.

Q. 14. What do you mean by “Polished traffic 7”

Ans. The poet has used “Polished traffic” in the sense of insensitive attitude of the
city-men. They appear to be polished outside but their minds do not understand the sufferings
of the poor people.

Q. 15. Explain, “passed with a mind ahead.”

Ans. The city people were self-centred and greedy persons. Their minds were restless
and always moved in great profit in their business.

Q. 16. What are the usual complains made by the city-men when they stop at the
roadside stand ?

Ans.The city men are complaining to the poor people that they are ruining the beauty
of nature, and hurt the scenery.

Q. 17. How did the poor people “Mar” the landscape ?

Ans. The poor people marred the beauty of the landscape by putting up on the roadside.
Their houses are painted in a dirty manner.

Q. 18.What articles are “offered for sale” at the stand ?

Ans. Wild barries in woeden containers, crook-necked golden squash with silver warts
and paintings of mountain, scenery are for sale at the roadside stand.

Q. 19. What qualities of the “offered articles” make them unfit for sale ?

Ans. The articles for sale are wild and are not polished. They are looking inferior.
Moreover they are not packed properly and they are far expensive than those in the cities.

\Q20. What does “Beauty rest in mountain scene, mean” ?

Ans. Probably a scenic painting made by the inhabitants of the roadside stand meant
for selling to the rich people.

Q. 21. Will some people change the life of these
learn manners ? Will they have sympathy for the poor
life of the poor be different ? ~

Ans. These questions are quite relevant to be
people may be changed but it requires the mood of th

as what they are planning to uplift them from their poverty. The ri

whe . rich 1 Iter
their life :"style but poor people can change their life style. We can not sl.::) ?v:cmrn:\tetkh
peoplc'wﬂl have sympathy for the poor or not. Some people possess human uality and act
accordingly whereas some are selfish. There won’t be any magic to changcqthc life of the

poor. Only to think about them, and to make some pl

anning to eradi . .
noble deeds only can be done by the society, NGO's ang bi‘ the';o ‘l,cate tlc\::r poverty.This

people ? Will the city folks even
? Will some magic occur and the

expla_lined. No doubt the life of poor
€ society, NGO’s and the Government
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8. Vistas

2. THE T1GER KING

— Kalki

D e

Answer these Questions

+-Q. 1. Whois the Tiger king ? Why does he get this name ?
Ans. The Tiger king is the Maharaja of Pratibandapuram. He gets this name for his
skill in killing tigers.
Q. 2. What did the royal infant grow up to be ?
Ans. The royal infant grew taller and stronger day by day. He drank the milk of an
English cow, and tutored by an Englishman. He grewup tobe a tiger hunter.
Q. 3. What will the Maharaja do to find the required number of tiger to kill ?
Ans. Maharaja killed 70 tigers within ten years. But suddenly the tiger population in
his kingdom became extinct. So, he wanted to marry in the royal family of a state with a

large tiger population. So he ordered his dewan to find the right girl for him.
Q. 4. How will the Maharaja p1cpare himself for the hundredth tiger which was

supposed to decide his fate ?

Ans. The Maharaja was very careful to kill the hundredth tigersbecause he had already
successfully killed 99 tigers. Only one more was left. He announced a three year exemption
from all the taxes for that village in which hundredth tiger was seen and set out on the hunt

at once with full care.

Q. 5. What will now happen to the astrologer ? Do you think the prophecy was
indisputably disproved ? '

Ans. After killing the last tiger, the Maharaja became overjoyed and he wanted to call
the astrologer and make fun of his prophecy. But by then the astrologer was already dead.
No, I don’t think the prophecy was indisputably disproved. After killing 99 tigers, the
Maharaja couldn’t kill the hundredth tiger. Ironically the hundredth tiger, made by wood
became the cause of his death.

Q. 6. The story is a satire on the conceit of those in power. How does the author
employ the literary device of dramatic irony in the story ?

Ans. The story is a satire on the pride and conceit of those in power. The author has
fmployed theliterary device of dramatic irony in the story. The Maharaja of Pratibandpuram
is the main character of this story. He becomes famous as the tiger king. Its very important
‘? disclose a matter of vital importance about the tiger king. He wishes to kill hundred
tigers with his gun. He vows that he will attend to all other matters only after killing th
hundr ed tigers. The Maharaja of Pratibandpuram tries to belie what is written inhj gf i
The f:hxef astrologer announces that the prince is born in the hour of the bull. T o e
the tigers are bo : . - The bull and
i ™ enemies. Th'erefore 'the tiger would be the only cause of hjs death. The

Ironical as well as tragic. The irony is that the Maharaja thinks himse]f safe.aﬁcr
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killing the hundredth tiger but it doesn'f/die of his bullet. Ironically, the tiger that caused

the death of Maharaja is not the real one but it was a wooden‘toy.'tlgf.?r-
L 9Q.7. What is the author’s indirect comment on subjecting innocent animals to

the willfulness of human beings ? o

Ans. The author’s indirect comment on subjecting innocent animals to the wnl?lulness
of human beings is :.at their killing of wild animals are very bad.. One has tf’ dc'CIdc first
what is right and what is wrong. And one has to pay for his evil actions. A.lso l.l \».nll lead to
his downfall. This evil practice should be stopped everywhere in India. This wnll.:mbalance
the nature and forests will loose their beauty. The wild animals are gradually getting extinct,
Wild animals are the natural wealth and it is our duty to protect them. Wild life sanctuaries
are the best protection houses for wild animals. The wild animals should not be killed for

pleasure and sport.

Q. 8. How would you describe the behaviour of the Maharaja’s minions towards
him? Do you find them truly sincere towards him or are they driven by fear when
they obey him? Do we find a similarity in today’s political order ?

Ans. The minions of Maharaja are not true and sincere to him. They do work only
due to the fear. Their only aim is to keep him in good humour. Complete obedience, docile
submission and flattery are the features of their behaviour. We find much similarity in
today’s political order. Everybody wants to meet his selfish ends. Therefore, they become
more flatters. '

Q. 9. Can you relate instances of game-hunting among the rich and the powerful
in the present times that illustrate the callousness of human beings towards wildlife ?

Ans. In the present condition, the result of ruthless hunting of wild animals, hardly
any animals are left in the forests. Though there are many sanctuaries and project tiger
programme in India, still we hear the news ofkilling of wild animals or trafficking. Elephants
are killed just for their tusks. Rhinos are killed to get their homs. The news became
highlighted when Salman Khan killed black bucks. He killed innocent animals just for fun
and his egoistic pleasure.

Q. 10. We need a new system for the ageofecology —a system which is embedded
in the care of all people and also in the care of the Earth and all life upon it. Discuss
Ans. In present sceneario, after seeing the deteriora

_ : el tion of the forests and extinction
of wild animals, the nature shows its imbalance situation Hence, the knowledge of ecology

€. Ecology is concerned with the

its own cycle. The most threatening condition is the j
affects our natural resources, forest wealth and wild]j

biggest threat for all life on the earth. Therefore, it is the n
. : » eed of the hour
system which can take care of all people and also al] life on this earth to evolve a new

J%. 11. Why does the tiger King get this name ?

ncreasing of human population. It
fe. Global warming has become the
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Q. 12. What does the chief astrologer tell to be the cause of the Maharaja’s
geath?

Ans. The royal infant wants to know the real reason of his death. The astrologer tells
yim that he is born in the hour of the Bull. The bull and the tiger are enemies. Therefore, his
geath will “Come from the tiger”. He awares him to beware of the hundredth tiger.

Q. 13. Why did the tiger king decided to get married ?

Ans.The Maharaja was able to kill 70 tigers within ten years. But after that his mission
of killing hundred tigers stopped suddenly. Tigers became extinct in the forests of
pratibandapuram. He thought a plan. He told his dewan that he wanted to get married in the
royal family of a state with the largest tiger population. Thirty tigers are still left to be shot
dead.

Q. 14. Why was Maharaja once in danger of losing his kingdom ?

Ans. Once the Maharaja was in danger of losing his kingdom. A British officer of high
rank came to Pratibandapuram. He had a keen interest in killing of tiger and to take photograph
with them. He was refused permission to hunt tigers. That's why Maharaja thought that he is
going lose his kingdom.

\AJ. 15. What did the Maharaja do when he had killed his first tiger ?

Ans. The Maharaja was filled with great joy and pride. He called the state astrologer.
He showed him the dead tiger and asked what he would say then.

Q. 16. What did the state astrologer say when the Maharaja showed him the
first tiger he had killed ?

Ans. The state astrologer said humbly that he might Kill ninety nine tigers in exactly
the same manner, but he must be very careful with the hundredth tiger.

Q. 17. What proclamation was issued by the Maharaja in his state and why ?

Ans. The proclamation was that none but the Maharaja could hunt the tiger in the
state. If anyone found even throwing a stone at a tiger, all his wealth and property would be
confiscated. This proclamation was made by the Maharaja because he first wanted to fulfil
his own vow of killing a hundred tigers.

Q. 18. What was the diwan’s tiger like ? How did he take it into the forest ?

Ans. Dewan'’s tiger was an old tiger. It was not danger. It was pushed to the ground.
The tiger was kept in Dewan’s house. At midnight when the whole town slept in peace, the
dewan and his wife dragged the tiger into the car and drove straight to the forest

Q. 19. Why didn’t the hunters tell the Maharaja that the tiger was not dead ?

Ans. After shooting the hundredth tiger, the Maharai
S : ’ ja thought t Ned i
He didn’t know that his bullet had missed the mark. The ti N ehiad killed it.

ger was killed ~
one of t‘hc hunters. However, they kept it a secret. They feared losi not §y Ifnm b'ut by
Maharaja knew the truth. sing their jobs if the
Q. 20. Did the

answer.

Ans. The tiger king took careful aim at the h i
_ \ undredth tiger. ; .
heap. But the tiger was not killed by the king. Actually Q;Q 0?;:]:“ fell in a crumbled
- unters shot the ¢
ger

Tiger king shoot the hundredth tiger ? Give reasons f
or your
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dead. The king's bullet missed the mark. Hence the tiger king couldn’t fullil his vow g
hllmg the hundredth tiger himself

v Q. 21. How did the hundredth tiger takes its revenge upon the ugrr H'ng !

Ans. The Tiger king decided that a wooden toy-tiger hf‘d been & pm;t " 81t for h_“‘
son’s birthday. So, he bought a wooden toy-tiger for him. “’hl?c playmg»w i ‘d‘ “I‘I' f*f"‘dl n
toy-tiger, one of the slivers pierced the king’s right hand. The l‘n(ccnon sprcg u_ over the
arm.Three surgeons performed an operation but they couldn't save the hing. Thus, the
hundredth tiger took its revenge upon the king.

Q. 22. Draw a character sketch of the tiger king in your own words ?

Ans. The Maharaja of Pratibandapuram was a brave, and determined ruler of hiy
state. When he was bomn, the astrologer of the state told that he would meet his death wih
atiger. But the infant had something miraculous quality in him_ He was only of ten days, he
challenged the prediction of the astrologer.

The boy was brought up in English environment He become a tall, brave Strong man
He became the king of his state at the age of twenty. He made vow to fulfil his pledge One
day he declared that nobody will kill any tiger except himself The law -breakers would be
punished by confiscated their property. When he came across that after hlling seventy
tigers, his forests became extinct of tiger Then he mamicd a princess whose father had a
large forest full of tigers. There he killed 29 tigers but the bundredth tiger fainted due to the
shock of the bullet. His hunters killed the tiger Thus, *e fulfilled his vow

Q.23. The tiger King's quest for tigers was full of hurd

les and challenges. Justify
the statement.

Ans. There isn't any question anses that “the tiger king's’ quest for tigers was full of
hurdles and challenges. The hundredth tiger was the most challenging which became the

lamation that nobody would hunt any tiger

except himself. Fven throwing a stone on the tigers, was also banned. |f any one found

would lead 10 confiscation of his property. Th
duties. Further he was on the brink of leasing his kin

officer’y secretary to hunt the tigers. He had to
After killing 7

Pledheap The Maharaja
aln
dead Tn this way his quect for 1 ¢ One of the hunters shot it

TS was full of hurdles and challen es
Q. 24, How did the hundredt tiger evenge upo . r ?
h take ity '
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3. JOL'R.\’EY TO THE E,\'D OF THE EARTH
— Jishani Doshi

Answer these Questions
+.Q. 1. How do geological phenomenon help us to know about the history of hu-
man kind?

Aans. The geological phenomenon help us to know about the history of mankind. It
gives us the knowledge about the earth’s present, past and future. What sort of life did the
burnan beings live at that time, how time has changed now and what are the leading factors
1o this change. It is also szid that the world’s geological history is trapped in Antartica After
the time when the dinosaurs were wiped out, the mammals started existing and zfter the
separation of landmass, the human race started flourshing on the earth.

Q. 2. What are the indications for the future of human kind ?

Ans. In present situation we can say that the future for the humankind can get in
danger if the emission of carbon-dioxide and other poisonous gases continue in the same
wzy. These gases deplete the ozone lzyer an zllow the ultrz-violet rays of the sun to enter the
earth’s environment. This cause the rise in temperature of the earth and giving rise to the
phenomenon called global-warming. The increased temperature can melt the ice of Antarctica
and cause the other envinron-mental problems.

LY 3. ‘The world’s geological history s trapped in Antarctica.’ How is the study
of this region useful to us ?

Ans. No doubt, the world's geological history is trapped in Antarctica The study of
this region gives us insight into the world's geological history. It gives the idea how the earth
was like, before it drified into continents and countries.

About six hundred and fifty millions years ago things were guite different. Humnan
hadn't arrived on the global scene and the climate was warmer, ﬂm,ag:iammgmw

mﬁmnﬂmmﬁondwmdidcxiﬁmdcmwrwghlyarmmdmemday
Antarctica For 500 millions years Gondwmﬂn'ivedbmarmmdﬁmtime!ﬂhen the dinosours

were wiped out and the age of the mammals was forced 1o separate into countries shaping
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4. THE ENEMY
— Pearl S. Buck

Answer these Questions

Q< 1. Who was Dr. Sadao ? Where was his house ?
Ans. Dr. Sadao was a famous Japanese doctor. His house was built on 2 spot on the
Japanese coast. The low, square stone house was set upon rocks well above a narrow beach
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Q. 2. Will Dr. Sadao be arrested on the charge of harbouring an enemy 7

Ans. When Dr. Sadao operated the wounded enemy soldier, Dr. Sadao wrote zll the
incidents and told it to the general. General told him that he would not be arrested on the
change of harbouring an enemy and said that he will get the man killed by his own private
assassins secretly.

Q. 3. Will Hana help the wounded man and wash him herself 7 o

Ans.Yes, she will help the wounded man and wash him herself. She has initial
hesitations. The man is a prisoner of war and the sailor of the “U.S. Navy.” Firstly Hana
doesn’t want 10 help him, because the man is her enemy. Secondly she thinks that by giving
shelter to such 2 man they can be arrested. But her inside humanity and obedience 10 her

husband compels her to save his life.

. 4. What will Dr. Sadao and his wife do with the man ?
Ans. When operation is conducted, the young man wakes up weak and terrified. Dr.
Sadao and his wife try their best to save him. Hana tells the wounded soldier not to afraid.
She serves him herself as none of the servants would enter the room. Sadao tells him to take

more rest.
Q. 5. Will Dr. Sadao be arrested on the charge of harbouring an enemy ?
Ans. No, Dr. Sadao will not be arrested on the charge of harbouring an enemy because

be will handle the situation with the favour of Jailor.

u?f 6. What will Dr. Sadao do to get rid of the man ?
Ans. Dr. Sadao gives a new life to the wounded man. So, he can not throw him into
the death again. Therefore he gives him a boat with sufficient food and clothes to go to a
nearby island. From there the man can take a Korean boat and escape to freedom at night.
Q. 7. There are moments in life when we have to make hard choices between our
roles as private individuals and as citizens with a sense of national loyalty. Discuss
with reference to the story you have just read.

Ans. It is rightly said that in some moments of life a person has to make hard choices
between his roles as private individuals and as a citizen with a sense of national loyalty.
Sometimes it comes in conflict with our sense of national loyalty. In this story Dr. Sadao has
to confrent with such conflicting realities of life. An American
ashore in a dying state. He is thrown into the doorste
Dr. Sadao whether he should handover him over to
doctor. He has to make a choice.

Dr. Sadao faces a lot of problems meanwhile. H
was in America he had bitter experiences wi

prisoner of war is washed
p of Dr. Sadao. It becomes difficult for
the Army or he should save his lifeasa

€ i.s full of patriotic feelings. While he
th the white people. They suffer from racial

helps him in escaping to freedom.
Q- 8. Dr. Sadao was com
What made Hana, his wife,

I to help the enemy soldier,
domestic staff?

€ of open defiapce from the
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Q. 15. What was the cheif concern of Sadao’s father and what did he do for it ?
Ans. Sadao’s education was the chief concern of his father. He neither jokes nor played
with the boy. When Sadao was twenty-one, he was sent to America to get the Knowledge of

surgery and medicine.
L9r16. What was the dream of Sadao’s father ? How did Sadao realize it ?
Ans. Sadao’s father wanted to see his son highly educated man. Sadao realized his

dream. So he went to America to learn surgery and medicine. Dr. Sadao became surgeon as

well as scientist.

Q. 17. Why was Sadao not sent to the battlefield ?

Ans. Sadao was not sent to the battlefield because he was treating the old General
and the general could need an operation also. And this opera-tion could be

medically,
the battlefield.

performed by Sadao. That was why Sadao was not sent to
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Q. 18. Who was Hana ? Where did Sadao met her ? 7
Ans. Hana was Sadao’s wife. Sadao met her in America at the house of a professor

where some foreign students lived

Q. 19. How did Sadao’s marriage took place with Hana ?

Ans. Sadso met Hana in America. He liked her but waited to fall in Jove ith her He
wanted to be sure that she was a Japanese. Both Sadao and Hana came back to Japan after
completing their studies. Their marriage was arranged in the old Japanese culture.

Q. 20. What did Sadao and Hana see when they were standing at their door one
misty night ?

Ans. When they were standing at their door they saw som
the mist. It was a man. He was flung out of the sea. He staggered a few steps. Then they saw
him crawling on his hands and knees. Then he fell on his face and lay there.

Q. 21. In what condition did Sadao find the American saldier on the seashore ?

Ans. He found that the man was deeply wounded The sand on one side of him had a

stain of blood soaking through He was lying motionless and his face was in the sand. He
was in wet rags. An old cap was stuck 1o his head When Sadao turned his head, he saw that

ething black come out from

he was a white man.
Q. 22. What did Sadao and his wife want to do with the white man after he had
stopped his bleeding ? Why ?
Ans. They wanted to put him back into the sea. because that man was enemy soldier,
and they thought that they would be arrested if they were foind giving shelter to him.
€. 23. How did Sadao conclude that the white man was an American and a

prisoner of war who has escaped ?

Ans. Sadao saw at the man’s battergd cap. But he read the world's ‘U S Navy"on it
Hence, it became clear 1o hin that he was a sailor from Amenca worship He had a gunshot
in his back Now it became clear to him that he was a escaped war pnisoner

Q. 24. Hana told Yumi to wash the soldier. How did Yumi react ?

Ams. Yumn: refused to wash the soldier as she had never washed a white man and also
sa:d that she would not wash him as he was very dirty

Q25 Why did the servants leave Dr. Sadao’s house ?

Ams. When Dr Sadao gave shelter o the enemy soldier, the servants became iritated
Nane of his servamss bhed hrm And when they saw that Dr Sadao was not gong 10 hand
over the man to the potwe, they lefl his house

Q. 26 Who washed the wounded man before the operation ?

Ans }{mhemlf-axhcdhu face and the upper part of his body But she dared not
turn him When Dy Q&.ﬁmcomr‘m;hlmbc?phennndhemosumug.wh“m

carefu'ly

Q.27 I-Mcu-tn!lnulhnmhum:rum.‘c"", | Takims ?

Ans. Hana rememhered that the General used 10 beat his wife often H‘“"m;

cruel o her mssmhlemﬁmlmmwmgh'm‘h““m‘ 4
#0 crue! to & woman m his power, how mc!mtmmkwm'w cou
e helpless prisoser of war
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S. SHOULD Wizarp Hit Movmy?

— John Updike
Answer these Questions

Q. 1. Who is Jo ? How does she respond to her father’s story-telling ?

Ans. Jo is Jack’s daughter. She is nearly four years old. Jack tells his daughter stories
which he makes himself. Her father started this custom of story telling when she was two
years old. Jo never falls asleep till Jack tells a new tale her. Each new story contains a slight

change of the basic story. She would enjoy all the stories and responds to her father’s story
telling by asking many questions.

Q. 2. What possible plot line could the story continue with ?

Ans. Each story Jack told to his daughter was a slight change of the basic story. There
was always a small creature named Roger. In this present story it was Roger Skunk. In every
story he had some problems and he went to the wise owl. The owl told him to go to a wizard,
and the wizard performed a magic spell which solved the problem. Thus, Roger becomes
very happy and plays many games with other animals.

MR 3. What do you think was Jo’s problem ?

Ans. Jo was very sensible girl, she didn’t like Roger Skunk’s mother. The wizard
made Roger smell like roses. Roger’s mother didn’t like this smell and compelled the wizard
to make him smell very bad again. She wanted her father to make a change in the story. She
wanted the wizard to hit the Roger’s mother with his magic wand. :

Q. 4. What is the moral issue that the story raises ?

Ans. This story raises moral issue. The moral values of children vary with ours.
Ugliness and hatred have no place it their idealised world. Jo is very angry with Roger’s
mother. Roger’s mother wanted Roger smell bad again. Roger is Jo’s hero and he must
smell good.

e
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5, How does Jo want the stor

ps. Jo wants that wiz Y to end and why ?

ard should ref,
; o refuse to ¢
e very happy with his rose smell and pla

N v wizard .
s hat the wizard should punish Skunk's mo

hange Skunk's r
el l:.lm unk’s rose fimcll, because Roges
any games with other anirhals, Jo
o Why does Jack insist that i s mmy (o make such a stupid request.
VN : § the wizard that was hi

Ans. Jack wants to make her dau [ T e e,
. Jack aughter realise thy i .

A this story he s . se that the elders are always right for thei

den y he says that the little skunk loved his mother morc‘ %un?}é l:ﬁ?:j

0 .\()n ! F, insists itti
lh: l I‘ l'd t X , l . ) “Nu S Why Jde mSIStb thc hlttlng 0{

.7. Wha \ )

(inz ack ;l:‘:lch .lllack l‘fel caught in an ugly middle position ?
dRog:cr‘Skunk‘sz{o e b'torlcs according to his own creation. His little daughter wants
IO‘C“ His magic i d. Bl'y in a happy mood. She wants that the wizard must hit the mommy
w'llhhls ; c%“ ‘u: . But Jack doesn’t want to change anything in his story. He wants to
give her th essage that the elders are always right in their part whatever they do for their

gildren. So, he feels caught himself in an ugly middle position.

Q. 8. What s your stance regarding the two endings to the Roger Skunk story ?
Ans. In my opinion I want to approve the mature ending narrated by Jack that the
nother Skunk hit the wizard on his head by her umbrella and forced him to change the

natural smell to the little skunk.

Q9. Why is an adult’s perspective on life different from that of a child
Ans. An adult’s perspective on life is different from that of a child’s because an adult
developes his own likes and dislikes. He was his own moral values or principles. He has an
experience of life. On the other hand, the child’s mind is not developed. The child if free
from any prejudices or ideas. He can not accept anything which is unjust and improper to
him. But an adult can make compromises but a child does not. It is the duty of the adult to
mound the behaviour of the child. The adult should give him the knowledge that things are
not as they are seen. There is difference between theoretical and practical knowledge.

Q. 10. Why did the story telling became a necessary ritual for Jack ?

Ans. The story telling became a necessary ritual for Jack because he used to tell
stories mostly in the evening to make naps to Jo. He had been telling stories to Jo when she
was two years old. All the stories were the own creations of Jack. Jo responded enthusiasti-

cally. In the end Jo fell asleep.
\@:11. What was the basic plot of each story told by Jack ?
Ans. Jack used to tell stories to Jo usually named Roger, and the basic theme of all

his stories remained the same. Each story had some problems and went with it to the wise

old owl. and the wise owl directs the creature to the wizard.
Q. 12. What problem did Roger Skunk face when he went to play with his friends.

How did he solve it ? ’
Ans. When Roger Skunk went out to play with his friends he faced a lot of humiliation
and shame because he smelled very bad. All the other animals would run away from him.

Roger Skunk would stand there all alone. He started weeping afterthat. He got rid of his
bad smell through a wizard. -
Q. 13. Why did Roger Skunk go to the owl ? What advice did he get ?
Ans. Roger Skunk faced the problem of his bad smell. Whenever he .
i i \ went
all other little animals would run away from him. He would then feel humiliation ::ttits(;l::lz’

’s?
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; wise owl adviced him
In order to find out his problems he went to the Wis€ owl and the wi to

go to the wizard. o .
\ 9~ 14. How did Roger Skunk find three more pennies and how did he start

smeiling like roses ? -

Ans. The wizard asked seven peanies from Roger SkuI:ik, bu;?gu};ﬁidﬂ?::: t?nu;sw}lltz
him. Then the wizard asked him to go to the end of the ].anc.e aJII-I mmve Jhree pennics to. the
would find three pennies in the magic well. Roger did it. Fle g3

wizard. The wizard became very happy and made Roger Skunk smell like r;)s:.s. .
_Q-15. Why was Roger Skunks’s ‘mommy’ angry when she found him smelling

like roses ? o -
kunk home, he was smelling like roses. His mother
e s miosal et et the wizard made him like that because

astounded what that awful smell was. Roger told that . |
all the animals kept away from him due to his bad smell. After that his mother became very

angry and decided to take him right back to the wizard to restore his bad smell.

#£9-16. Why did Roger Skunk’s mommy go to the wizard and what was the result ?
Ans. Roger Skunk’s mommy went to the wizard because he had made Roger smell

like roses. She became furious, She went straight to the wizard, took her umbrella and hit

the wizard right over his head. The wizard was ready to restore his smell. Now Roger

Skunk did not smell of roses.

. M d cimeme lnnd Areanll amain ‘)

.
- — Pl |
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6. ON THE FACE OF IT
__—______——-——:M
Answer these Questions

Q1. Who is Mr. Lamb ? How does Derry get into his garden ?

Ans. Mr. Lamb is an old man and lives in a big house and has a garden of his own.
Derry gets into his garden when there is the occasional sound of birds and rustling of tree
leaves The gate of the garden is always opened for the people to come in but Derry doesn’t

come through the gate. He climbs over the garden wall and gets inside.
Q. 2. Do you think all this will change in Derry’s attitude towards Mr. Lamb ?

" Ans. Of course, Mr. Lamb will leave a deep imprint on the mind of young Derry.
Derry devélops a negative thinking about his burnt face. Mr. Lamb motivates him to think

positive about life, people and things. Ultimately Derry comes back to Mr. Lamb though
his mother tries to prevent him from going there.
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Q. 8. According to Derry, who do people think and say about him ?

Ans. Derry had burnt face and caught in inferiority compex.He thought that people
were afraid of his burnt face. It was a terrible thing. No one would ever kiss him except his
mother. When people stared at him, he felt that they were afraid of him, Hence, he made
himself withdrawn. He tried to avoid meeting with people.

Q.9. Why does Mr. Lamb leave his garden always open ?
Ans. Mr. Lamb is a lonely person. He wants people to come in his garden and talk to
him. That is why he always leave his garden gate open.

Q. 10. What kind of garden does Mr. Lamb have ? Why does he like that.?

Ans. Mr. Lamb has a very beautiful garden. It has apple trees, flowers and herbs, and
beehive behind the trees. His garden is always opened for everyone. He likes his garden
very much because, he sits in the sun, reads books, climb the trees and plucks ripe apples. He
like the sound of bees. He enjoys sitting there.

Q. 11. Why does Derry tell Mr. Lamb that he is afraid of seeing himself in the
mirror in the story “On the face of it” ?

Ans. Derry has a burnt face due to acid had fallen on one side of his face and burnt it.
He looked ugly now. He avoids to meet people. Whenever he looks his face in the mirror,
it looks terrible and very ugly. He suffers from a complex and becomes withdrawn and
defiant.

Q. 12. How does Derry get into Mr. Lamb’s garden ?

Ans. Mr. Lamb does not close his garden’s gate. The gate is always opens for all. But
Derry does not come through the gate. He doesn’t want to be noticed by anyone that he is

getting inside the garden. So he climbs over the garden wall and comes in.

Q. 13. Why did Derry come into the garden ?

Ans. Derry thought that it was an empty place and no one lived there. His intention
Wwas not to steal anything from the garden. He came in just to see what kind of place it was.

Q. 14. Why doesn’t Derry stay to help Mr. Lamb to get crab-apples ?
Ans. Derry doesn’t stay to help Mr. Lamb to get crab-apples because he had been
away from his home for a long time. This mother must be worried. He was away from his

home nearly three miles across the fields. Though he was fourteen but still his mother
worried about him.

Q. 15. How does Mr. Lamb’s brief association with Derry affect the latter ?
nhic ns. Mr. Lamb was also a disabled person but he lived his life with positive thoughts.

briefassociation with Derry aff i
mry affected him deeply.He learned from Lamb that disahitis:
should not be atlowed to distort our liver. Derry developed a positive attity - ities

a0¢people.He didn’t care about his face now. It made hi de towards life
' : im mental
face the world as it is. ly Strong and confident to

Q.16 What is the bond that unites the
. two-th
smallboyy . ¢old man, Mr. Lamp apq Derry, the

Ane ™_
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